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The Bureau of Energy Conservation is beginning a program to reduce energy use by office machines.  The two main reasons for this:  





� about $300k per year is spent on electricity for the City's office machines;  


	


� each computer workstation generates about a ton of CO2 per year in electricity generation, if left on all the time.  (More accurately:  if you switch off your machines, more clean Hetchy electricity will go out into the power market, displacing fossil fuel�based generation and bringing $ back!)





In order to save this energy, we are asking everyone to do these things:





1) Turn off your own office machines every evening before leaving for home, and any time you will be out of the office for more than a couple hours.





2) If you are the last one in your area to leave for the day, please turn off all the shared equipment such as printers and copiers.  The only exceptions are fax machines and central LAN server equipment.





3) On the way out at night, if you notice your neighbor's machines left on (and you know they are gone for the day) you might want to turn these off too.  If it's comfortable to do so, remind them the next day that the City saves money and pollution by switching off.  Of course, you can't turn off someone's computer without checking for unsaved documents and doing a proper Windows shutdown. 





The computer industry used to advise against turning off equipment.  This is no longer the case!  Modern equipment will last longer if you shut down at night, and in addition it becomes much more immune to power glitches and small earthquakes.





We will be working with the IS staff to address some configuration issues.  Modern computers should automatically go into power�saving modes when the user is away, but some are not properly set up to do this.  Screen savers do not really save energy!  There are also a number of machines running Windows NT, which is not savvy about automatic power management.  We hope to make an improvement on these things, and you may notice a difference in the next weeks.





Please email me, or call me at 554�3179, if you encounter any problems or have questions or comments about this program.  Thanks for your cooperation.


